
 
 
What is  Sustainable Sonoma? 
 
How do we preserve what is great about Sonoma Valley while 
adapting to new pressures and solving the chronic problems facing 
us?  

Over 100 non-profits and agencies work to make Sonoma Valley a 
better place. Though most share a similar vision of a better Sonoma 

Valley, we lack a coordinated workplan, common goals, and shared, measurable outcomes that would 
lead to efficiencies and greater success. Unless such tools become used at all levels of decision-making, 
we risk losing the best elements of life in this special place, and we fail to address long-standing 
systemic problems in our community.  

Today’s hot-button issues — the affordability crisis, our rural community character, the wealth and 
education divide, groundwater depletion, the future of the Sonoma Developmental Center, tourism, 
economic diversification, vacation rentals — are examples of challenges that simultaneously threaten 
our community’s people, environment, and economy.  

Local organizations in Sonoma Valley launched Sustainable Sonoma to engage the community in a 
process that will create a shared vision and support a shared agenda for action, across the sectors of 
health care, economic development, social justice, housing, transportation, tourism, land use, 
recreation, and environmental protection. To see improvement in these areas, we need a cross-sector 
approach that expands the group of people, both community leaders and common citizens, that are 
advocating for positive change.  

Sustainable Sonoma is a collective impact initiative that will promote a shared vision, craft a common 
agenda, coordinate actions by multiple actors to achieve multiple benefits, facilitate communication 
among trusted partners to devise effective and efficient solutions to the complex problems facing our 
community, and measure progress using indicators such as those in the STAR Communities rating 
system.  
 
What are our goals?  
 
Our goal is to make Sonoma Valley more healthy, thriving, equitable, and sustainable by 2030 through 
shared goals, a shared agenda, shared resources, and shared successes. Long-term, we see Sustainable 
Sonoma’s targets and strategies being widely adopted and acted on by nonprofits, governments, and 
businesses in Sonoma Valley and Sonoma County.  
 
Next steps 
 
In 2016-2018, Sustainable Sonoma seeks support for a) a community engagement process that 
produces a set of goals, indicators, and target conditions for Sonoma Valley by the year 2030, and b) 
an institutional home independent of its partners. 
 
Draft Web Site: https://kim-jones-82hw.squarespace.com 
Contact: Kim Jones, Coordinator, 707-996-0712 x 111, kim@sonomaecologycenter.org 
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A Vision of Sustainable Sonoma  
       Examples of economic, environmental and social qualities to stimulate 

community conversation.	

	
People & Society 
All our people thrive and achieve their life potential. 
	
People who work here can afford to live here. 
"Jobs/housing balance." People have the economic 
resources to make ends meet. 
Every child gets a high quality education. 
People feel like the good qualities of their 
community will persist. Parents feel their children 
will be able to live well here. Young people feel there 
is work for them here. 
This is a healthy place for all residents to live, work, 
and play. People eat healthy food, enjoy good 
mental health, are physically active, and can afford 
health care. 
People are connected to their communities and 
participate in community life. 
Government processes are clear, inclusive, and easy 
to engage with. People have faith in the system and 
feel it belongs to them. Policies reflect stated 
community goals. 
Everyone has a valued place in the community. We 
invest more in those who need more. All have access 
to opportunities regardless of who they are. Work is 
paid fairly regardless of who you are.  
	

Environment 
The mix of land uses supports 
ecological health and economic well-
being. 
	
Growth and development occur 
within already developed areas, 
protecting agricultural and natural 
areas from development. The built 
environment (buildings, roads, energy 
grid, communications grid) is 
restrained to protect our 
community's rural character. 
The wildlife, plant communities, and 
natural systems that support and 
delight us are healthy and resilient to 
the impacts of climate change. 
We have a reliable supply of clean 
water for people and nature. 
Greenhouse gas emissions are 
consistent with <1.5 degrees (C) of 
global climate change. 
	

Economy 
Our robust local economy supports 
local people and community goals. 

	
Tourism serves community goals. It 
protects our rural community 
character and the well-being of local 
residents. 
Philanthropic giving is consistent with 
stated community goals, and 
coordinated to achieve those goals. 
We have a skilled workforce that 
supports local hiring needs. 
We maintain a diverse, thriving, rural, 
agricultural economy. People who 
grow food here can afford to live here. 
Our economy is healthy, diversified, 
and resilient, and supports local 
business formation and retention. 
People can find opportunity here. 
Infrastructure investments support 
our community's future. Built systems 
are resilient to the impacts of climate 
change. 

 


